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In the last few months, there have been some difficulties on our planet that have caused our global supply chains to run into trouble. It is not so easy to get certain materials or components at the moment. This is very good, because it helps us to get back to our creativity and inventiveness. I will illustrate this with a concrete example. 

I bought a new tablet to change my workflow. This worked pretty well. Unfortunately, a tablet has a small camera on the front to take selfies or be seen in a conference app. Unfortunately, I can't be sure that this feature will be used by any, criminal person, service, app or website without my consent. Besides, I don't like having a camera lens pointed at me all the time. Since I am not alone in this feeling of privacy, there are small covers for this. You can buy these online. 

There are plastic ones that are good for a laptop, but don't fit on the tablet. As an alternative, there are also small stickers. But they are so expensive at the moment that I hadn't bought any. So I got out of my capitalist comfort zone and thought like a teenager from an emerging country who creates online life hack videos. What do I have at home and what could I use as an alternative? I also want to buy less in the future, because online shopping is convenient but brings super many disadvantages. 

And I will limit myself to the KISS principle. So the solution has to be so simple that everyone can understand it immediately. So first we analyze the stickers. Since the sellers describe in detail what products they sell, it's pretty easy. The average webcam cover sticker is black and 5mm in size. So far I've always used electrician's tape to cover my cameras, but I couldn't cut that well with scissors and rectangular pieces looked like a foreign object on the tablet. 

So I thought for a few minutes about how I could make little round stickers. A school punch is pretty handy for that. This can create a small round sticker and the electrician's tape doesn't stick as much, so you can easily get the sticker off the tablet again. The sticker is with me exact 5mm large. Electrician's tape I also have dozens lying here and I do not have to worry about having to buy new rolls in the next few months. It's also so much cheaper because a roll of electrician's tape only costs a few cents in a multipack. So I save quite a bit of money and destroy a whole niche product line on Amazon. It's always good to take the middleman out of your supply chain.

 + Electrician's tape (black)
 + A hole punch

We've lost something in the last few years. People have massively produced ideas, inventions and solutions because they had to. When you have nothing and live in a cave, fire is the best technology you can own. How to make fire? In the greatest need, the best inventions are born. When you have everything, you don't have to struggle. You just order something online and the problem has been solved.

In emerging countries like Africa, most people can't do that and have to make a lot more effort. But this also creates much simpler and better ideas, because there are much fewer resources to access. This can also be applied to companies or startups. Try to leave out everything that is simple and costs money. Reinvent yourself and your ideas and look at problems from a different perspective. Try to build a radio out of the things you find in your house. It works. I won't tell you the solution yet. A very simple radio is super easy.
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[KISS](https://people.apache.org/~fhanik/kiss.html)